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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
June- A Lot Going On! 
Lee Badman, KI2K 
 
June is important to the LARC community (and 
our colleagues) for a lot of reasons. Among 
them: 
 

- This is the last month of the current 
“LARC Year”. Membership dues 
should be rolling in by now (though I 
just realized I’m personally delinquent 
in this regard).  Membership form is 
online at the club website, and was 
published in May LongWire. Please do 
your part- LARC membership is a heck 
of a bargain. 

- The Cortland Hamfest  happens this 
month, June 14th. 

- Field Day Weekend! (June 28) 
- LongWire hand-off. This will be my 

last issue. In the on-deck circle is Mr. 
Sam Coffey (KC2IQM)- a fellow who 
does a tremendous amount for 
LARC. Thanks, Sam! 

- Better weather. Get outside and DO 
SOMETHING, by golly. Take a walk, 
take a bike ride, drop that dusty canoe 
in the water… take advantage of the 
season to improve your health just a bit- 
we’ve some lost some good friends in 
the last year or two, and there’s too few 
radio-types around as it is. You’re 
needed- take care of yourselves! 

___________________________________ 
www.liverpoolamateurrepeaterclub.org 

No Carp Tournament Coverage 
Lee Badman, KI2K 
 
Interested in how the Carp Tournament and 
radio support for the event went?  
 
Sorry- you’ll get nothing on the topic in THIS 
newsletter. 
   

                             
 
Perdón, no digo el compañerismo. 
  _____________________________________ 
 
2008 Empire State Games- Public 
Service Opportunity  
 
Hello Fellow Hams! 
 
For some this is old news, for others it's new. The 
Empire State Games are coming back to Binghamton for 
the third time! The opening ceremonies will be on 
Wednesday July 23rd and the games run from the 
24th through Sunday the 27th. 
 
Why do you think the decision was made to come back 
to Binghamton for the third time? It can't be our weather 
or sunshine, but the facilities for the events, the people, 
and the COMMUNICATIONS we have provided in the 
past are all in our favor. 
 
For those who have not been a part of the games before, 
it is like a small Olympics. The state is divided into four 
divisions (West, Central, East, and NYC/LI). The 



 2

divisions compete against each other in the various 
events. 
 
The events begin each day around 8:00 AM and may 
continue to 10:00 or 11:00 PM, depending on the type of 
event. The main venue is Binghamton University, but 
venues in Binghamton, Endicott, Vestal, Chenango 
Bridge, West Windsor, Kirkwood, Conklin, Endwell, 
Owego, Cortland and Ithaca will also be in use. 
 
Our involvement is to provide communications between 
the medical staff, trainers, officials, and the main 
command point. Past games have proven our ability to 
provide almost instant communications for emergencies, 
scoring, and other purposes. We need hams to help in 
2008. If you can move and are not on life support, we 
have a job for you! 
 
Most operations will be on 2-meters using HTs and 
Repeaters, "loaner" equipment will be available. In some 
cases specialized equipment will be provided to assure 
reliable communications. A Frequency/Communications 
Plan has been worked out so that locations in Broome 
and Tioga Counties will hear what is happening at the 
other locations. 
 
Restricted mobility and similar needs can be met if you 
volunteer early enough. Likewise, early registration 
permits us to mesh your work and vacation schedules to 
our communications needs. 
 
Please mark your calendar from July 24th through the 
27th and give us a hand. 
 
Hams like to tell of our good deeds and the help we 
provide. NOW IS A TIME FOR US TO COME 
FORWARD AND DO OUR PART. The games are a 
highly visible, community oriented event that can 
showcase the amateur radio service. 
 
Contact Ford AB2HS, Brian K2DLB, or Mel WE2K, on 
the 146.865 repeater for applications or download them 
from the BARA Web Site. To allow time for the 
schedulers to coordinate your availability with our needs 
and to assemble the packets for each volunteer 
communicator, we need to receive your application 
before June 15th. 
 
73, Ford Drake AB2HS 
 
NOTE- The Binghamton Amateur Radio Association 
web site is at: 
 
www.wtsn.binghamton.edu/bara/ 
______________________________________________ 

 
FIELD DAY THIS MONTH 

Cortland Hamfest 
 
The Skyline Amateur Radio Club of Cortland 
will host the 26th annual Cortland Hamfest on 
Saturday June 14th, from 7:00AM to 2:00 PM 
at the Cortland County Fairgrounds in 
Cortland.  
VE tests will be given. Registration is at 8:30 
AM; tests begin promptly at 9:00 AM with no 
late entry allowed.  
 
Directions: for your GPS: N42.6140 
W076.19000 
 
I-81 to Exit 12; turn left on to Route 281 South. 
Turn left again on to Fisher Ave (8/10 mile) 
then turn right on to Fairgrounds Dr.  
 
From Ithaca: Follow Route 13 North to Route 
281 North. Turn right on to Fisher Ave, then 
right on to Fairgrounds Dr.  
 
Talk-in on 147.180 + {no PL} 
 
Admission: $5.00 each at the door; $ 4.00 each 
advance sale. To order your advance sale 
admissions write to: Skyline Amateur Radio 
Club PO Box 5241 Cortland NY 13045. 
Include remittance and an #10 SASE.  
 
Flea market spaces are $2.00 per 10' outdoors, 
or $5.00 per 10' space under cover.  
 
Dealer spaces include 8' table and electricity for 
$10.00 per 8'.  
 
For information go to 
www.skylineradioclub.org or e-mail 
k2iwr@arrl.net. 
_____________________________________ 
 
FIOS Power Supply Problem 
Steve Auyer,  N2TKX 
 
Anyone using Verizon’s FIOS network to 
connect to the Internet, might want to see 
whether they have a power supply known to 
cause problems. 
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The most popular wireless router that Verizon 
provides each FIOS user is the model 
M1424WR. This router requires a 5VDC at 3A 
supply, which is provided by a small “wall 
wart” identified as part number ADS6818-
1505-WDB. 
 
Well, it turns out that these supplies have a 
high failure rate and a typical symptom is when 
you can’t connect to the Internet, the LEDs on 
the router are flickering, and the green LED on 
the supply is flickering instead of glowing 
steadily. When this happened to me and I spoke 
to a Verizon technician he immediately knew 
what the problem was and shipped me a 
replacement supply. 
 
Because of the high failure rate Verizon is now 
sending replacement power supplies to users of 
the M1424WR. 
 
To tell if you have a new supply or an old 
supply, the old supply has an identifying label 
printed white on a black background. The new 
supply has black printing on a yellow 
background. Also, the old supply has the 
marking “Output: 5VDC 3A 15W” while the 
new supply adds “Rev. E” after the “15W.” 
 
Apparently the early supply fails gracefully – it 
doesn’t damage anything else – but it does take 
~5 days to get a replacement from Verizon and 
you’ll be off the air till then. So if you have an 
old supply, and haven’t received a replacement, 
you might want to check with Verizon. 
______________________________________ 
 
Dayton Hamfest- in Sam’s Words 
Sam Coffey, KC2IQM 

Dayton! Anyone who has been involved with Ham Radio 
for some time has heard about the Dayton Hamvention. 
Hamvention is sometimes billed as the world’s largest 
ham radio convention, if it isn’t, it has to come close. 
This year there were 2500 spaces in the Flea Market and 
very few were empty. Inside there were 550 exhibitor 
booths, and again very few were empty! So many people 
attend (approximately 20,000) that the main parking area 
is ½ mile away at the site of an old mall. Buses run 

continuously back and forth but we never waited more 
than a few minutes. 

The Hamvention is a three day event held in May in the 
Hara Arena in Dayton Ohio. Gates open to the Flea 
Market at 8am, the inside exhibits open at 9am, and the 
convention closes at 6pm Friday, 5pm Saturday, and 
1pm on Sunday. It sounds like a lot of time, but you 
can’t possibly see everything in the Flea Market and the 
exhibits! There are a lot of other activities going on 
demonstrations, lectures, meetings, etc. There are also 
forums running almost continuously whenever the 
exhibits are open. These include popular topics such as 
Lightening Protection, Kit Building, The National 
Traffic System, Ham Radio and the Law, QRP, ATV, 
Contesting, and many more. The forums were a great 
place to sit down and rest for a while –your feet will get 
tired! 

This year a ticket to Hamvention cost $20 in advance and 
$25 at the door. They have a website 
(www.hamvention.org) where you can purchase tickets 
with a credit card. The parking buses cost $3 a day or $8 
in advance for the weekend. You will need a hotel room 
or camping spot near Dayton, and food at the arena is a 
little expensive (about the same as our War Memorial.) 
We carpooled with four people to offset the price of gas 
(about the same in Ohio as New York.) It took us about 
10 hours driving each way.  

Why go to Hamvention? This year’s theme was Amateur 
Radio + people = fellowship. One of the best things 
about hamvention is meeting and talking to people from 
all over who love ham radio just like you do. Everyone 
wants to talk about what they just bought at the flea 
market, or where you can see some exciting gear ( the 
Dstar booth!) new radios, old radios, etc. Everyone we 
met seemed to be in a good mood and excited to be there. 
I know we were! 

Every major and minor manufacturer and seller of ham 
radio equipment is represented. The major radio 
manufacturers; ICOM, YAESU, ALINCO, KENWOOD, 
all have large booths in the main arena where they are 
displaying their radios and showcasing new products. 
There are lots of give-aways, hats, bumper stickers, 
charts, maps, buttons, flyers, catalogs, sample 
magazines; I came away with about 25 pounds of “stuff”. 
Many large resellers are present and many smaller 
manufactures too. The inside exhibits are spread through 
7 or 8 rooms and areas. It can be confusing, but by 
Sunday everything is pretty familiar and you can find 
your way back to that one item you glimpsed on the first 
couple of passes. Once the excitement of seeing 
everything passes and the crowd thins out a little, you 
can get a close look at what interests you and get a 
chance to speak to the people manning the exhibits. 
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There are bargains everywhere – almost every booth has 
a “Hamvention Special” or a dozen! 

The ARRL has a whole room setup with booths from 
every department and area of ham radio they are 
involved in; AMSAT, Youth Activities, Education 
services, volunteer examiners and more. They have a 
huge booth where they are selling every product they 
have; book, shirts, mugs, log books – anything you need 
to operate! My favorite was the video booth they had 
setup. You could sit and rest for a while and watch 
videos of DXpeditions. 

Prizes! What ham radio get-together is complete without 
prizes? Hamvention had many door prizes being drawn 
every hour though out the event. They had video 
monitors around the exhibits that would scroll the 
winning ticket numbers. Even with all the hams 
constantly checking their numbers some were drawn and 
not claimed. These were given away on Sunday along 
with a lot of major and minor prizes. The Exhibits and 
flea market are over at 1pm on Sunday (although the flea 
market started to thin out a lot on Sunday morning.) 
Everyone gathered in the main hall for the prize 
drawings. Number are drawn and announced, you then 
have a small window of time to sing out (3-4 seconds 
small!) or else they would draw another number. 
Everyone had a great time seeing radios, antennas, 
software, and other items given away. One of the most 
appreciated prizes was a parking spot right on site at the 
arena for next year’s Hamvention! 

 

The flea market was spectacular! If you like hamfests 
with lots of “stuff” to look at you will love the flea 
market. There were surplus booths, military booths, 
computer/network gear booths, “Junk” booths, parts 
booths, kits booths, booths dedicated to certain 
manufactures, etc. Lots of “Etc.”! There were golf carts 
and mini trailers that would carry the heavy stuff for you 
and shipping booths if you didn’t want to carry you 
purchases home. If you couldn’t find what you were 

looking for at the flea market then it was there and you 
missed it – or someone else bought it before you! 

All in all I can heartily recommend the Dayton 
Hamvention. Where else can you talk to Bob Heil 
himself, get an autographed copy of his book, and try a 
half dozen of his products? Where else can you see the 
latest DSTAR equipment, talk to the manufacturer and 
the developers one on one? Where else do you have a 
chance at winning an IC746PRO3? Don’t take my word 
for it, go see Hamvention for yourself! 
______________________________________ 

 
______________________________________ 

 
ARRL Foundation- Local Scholarship 
Winner 
Walt Bordett, N2IK 

 
The Dr James L. Lawson Memorial 
Scholarship -- $ 500 Samuel Rose, KC2LRC, 
of Syracuse, New York. 
 
Well done, Sam! 
______________________________________ 
 
A Message From Your Club President 

 
Hello to all. I hope you are enjoying our return 
to nicer weather, although it has felt somewhat 
like October the last few days. As this is the 
last issue of the Long Wire for the current club 
year, I thought I would give you a few updates 
on the events planned for the summer. 
     Field Days: As we announced earlier, the 
club has been invited to again participate with 
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the Skyline group at Camp Owahta in Solon, 
NY, June 27-29. The schedule for the weekend 
should be close to that of last year, with 
antenna set-up on Friday evening after 6:00 and 
station set-up on Saturday morning. Directions 
to the camp: Exit Rt 81 at the McGraw exit 
(10) and proceed south on Rt 41 through the 
village of McGraw. Turn left onto Maybury 
Rd. Turn right onto 4H Camp Rd.( about 3 
miles from Rt 41 ) At the end of  4H Camp 
Rd.is the entrance to Camp Owatha. Car 
pooling is encouraged and there is plenty of 
space for overnight camping. I will have 
printed hand-outs at the June LARC meeting 
with more details or you can e-mail or call me 
for more information. 
     Picnic: This year's LARC picnic and special 
event station will be held at a different location. 
This year we will be at the Cedar Bay picnic 
area in Dewitt on Sunday, August 24th, starting 
at 12:30. Directions: Take Kinne Rd. off  Erie 
Blvd. by Shoppingtown Mall. Continue on 
Kinne Rd. to the end. Turn left onto Cedar Bay 
Rd. and look for the park about ½ mile on the 
left. The menu will be similar to last year's and 
members are encouraged to bring a dish to 
pass. 
     I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Lee Badman for his service as our newsletter 
editor. As you may have heard, Lee is stepping 
down as our editor, due to work and family 
commitments. Lee  took over the editor's job in 
March of 2007 and has continued to provide 
the club with a top notch newsletter. Thanks 
Lee. 
     Also, a special thank you to all the program 
presenters for the past club year. I think we had 
a good mix of great programs. If you have any 
ideas for future programs, please contact a 
board member. 
 
     I hope everyone has a great summer and I 
look forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events and at our 2008-2009 kick-off meeting 
in September. 
 
    73, John, WB2DVE 
______________________________________ 

 

 
 
From N2VZD: 
 
kenwood hf ts450s station , mc60 mike , factory 
external speaker , handmike , astron rs35m power 
supply all working well, from silent key estate. steal 
it all for only $500.00 
i also have a very nice yeasu monitor scope with 
manual $110.00  
kantronics kamplus with cables for hf and handheld 
for $65.00(untested) 
universal radio M400 digital decoder with manual, 
$50.00 
i can send pictures via e-mail. contact N2VZD , tim 
@ (315)5689-3366 or email N2VZD@aol.com 
 also i monitor the 146.910 a lot. 
 
_________________________________________ 
Minutes of the May 22, 2008 Meeting 
of the Liverpool Amateur Repeater 
Club, submitted by Carrie Williams-KC2OPF, 
Secretary.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm by John 
Rockdashil-WB2DVE.  Present were: N2KQL, N2VZD, 
KC2GFT, W2LGA, K2LGA, N2RGU, K2SYR, K2JDD, 
WB2PKO, K9CHP, KC2CZH, WB2BJW, N2IK, 
KC2SAB, KC2BHE, N2ZPI, KC2UT, and WB2DVE. 
 
Old Business: 

Secretary – 
 

The minutes of the April 24, 2008 General Membership 
Meeting as recorded by N2IK and published in the May 
LongWire were approved on a motion by K2JDD, 
seconded by K2SYR. 

 
The club is still looking for a new secretary, including 
nominations for the 2008-2009 year. 

 

Treasurer – 
 

The balance in the checking account on May 22, 2008 is 
$164.54.  Deposits included $90.00 of dues and 
donations on May 8, 2008 and $87.00 of dues and 
donations on May 22, 2008.  Expenses included $55.55 
for the May LongWire. 
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The balance in the savings account (repeater fund) on 
May 22, 2008 is $1409.13.  Deposits included $0.63 
interest on February 29, 2008, $0.71 interest on March 
31, 2008, $0.69 interest on April 30, 2008, $70.00 (20% 
of dues) on May 8, 2008, and $36.00 (20% of dues) on 
May 22, 2008.  There were no expenses. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted on a motion by 
N2IK, seconded by N2RGU. 

Membership – 
 

The members were reminded that dues are due soon, and 
that they should be using the new form available on the 
web site and in the May LongWire.  Please note that the 
cost of a hardcopy LongWire has increased to 
$10.00/year, and includes 10 issues per year spanning 
June 1, 2008-May 31, 2009. 

 
Repeaters – 
 
146.91 – working properly. 
147.21 – working; still has some issues. 
224.12 – still awaiting site. 
443.30 – repairs are complete and it is working properly.  
Many thanks to Mike Bush and Bush Electronics. 
 
Future Programs – 
 
June – Election of officers, Field Day prep, and a 
possible speaker. 
July – No Meeting 
August – Picnic at new location, Cedar Bay Park in 
Dewitt, Sunday, August 24th at 12:30pm.  Directions will 
follow in the June LongWire. 
December – Christmas Party at Twin Trees Too in 
Solvay, Saturday, December 13th at 5:30pm (note new 
time). 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Officer Nominations – 

 
The slate of officers for the 2008-2009 year as proposed 
by the Nominating Committee is as follows: 

 
President – John Rockdashil-WB2DVE 
1st Vice President – Jerry Monroe-KC2UT 
2nd Vice President – Sam Coffey-KC2IQM 
Secretary – open 
Treasurer – Linda Jackson-KC2CZH 
Director of the Board – Walt Bordett-N2IK 
Sergeant at Arms – Earl Dewey-KB2VSJ 
Appointed positions: 
Membership – Bob Jackson-WB2BJW 
Technical Committee – Jerry Monroe-KC2UT 
LongWire Editor – Sam Coffey-KC2IQM 

LongWire Publisher – John Soergel-WA2DGC 
Web Site Liaison – Steve Auyer-N2TKX (website by 
Moore Multimedia, 622-2221) 
Public Service – John Luebs-N2PMQ 

 
Program – 

 
Dave Morford-KB2TTT gave an interesting program 
describing his experiences as an Incident Meteorologist 
(IMET).  IMETs respond to disaster scenes and provide 
weather information to the responders.  His deployments 
have been to three large forest fires in the Midwest and 
Southwest.  He also talked about the Skywarn system 
and showed a few videos of some severe weather.   

 
The June Club Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 
26th, at 7:00pm at the Roxboro Road Middle School. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm 
______________________________________ 
Thank you- From Outgoing 
LongWire Editor 
 
As a professional writer, satisfaction comes 
from landing an assignment, writing it up, and 
getting it published. The pay doesn’t hurt 
either, and often the subject matter is often 
interesting enough to qualify as compensation 
in and of itself. Despite being published 
professionally well over 200 times, doing the 
LongWire has far and away been among the 
most enjoyable writing work I’ve ever done. 
Some months have been an exercise in 
choosing from the huge amount of content 
members (and others) submit to fill the allotted 
space, other months have tested my creativity 
in making soup from almost no ingredients. But 
throughout my tenure, the personal interactions 
have been enjoyable and educational, and I’ve 
come to appreciate the hard work of the LARC 
board and the input of those who see fit to 
share their thoughts and interesting content 
with the rest of our local radio community.  
 
Going forward, I’d encourage each of you to 
keep Sam well advised of all that’s going on. 
It’s YOUR newsletter, after all. 
 
Thanks for letting me serve- 
 
Lee Badman (KI2K) 
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222.52/224.12             Art Bronstein-W2YPP, 445-1637  
448.30/443.30            Bob Jackson-WB2BJW, 458-9685  
Committees and Chairs  
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Technical Committee     Jerry Monroe-KC2UT, 234-7901  
LongWireEditor              Lee Badman KI2K 689-2175 
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The LongWire is published monthly by LARC, the 
Liverpool Amateur Repeater Club. Permission is granted to 
other radio clubs to reprint material from The LongWire, 
provided that LARC is identified as the source of the 
material. Material published in The LongWire that is 
credited to other sources, may only be reprinted with the 
permission of that source. A sample copy of the LongWire, 
in PDF format via e-mail, may be requested by sending an 
e-mail to a club officer. Material for The LongWire should 
be sent to:  
 
Sam Coffey, KC2QIM (Contact info to be provided) 
 
Material may be submitted electronically to any of the club officers 
through the club web site. Articles may be on any subject of general 
interest to radio amateurs. The deadline is generally about the end of 
the month. This allows us to meet our goals of having the electronic 
edition to members by the end of the first week of the month with 
the hard copy edition following within a week. 
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